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SUBJECT: SAUDI INTEREST IN YEMEN AIR PORCE 

1. DURING JAN. 15 CONVERSATION, SAUDI MILITARY ATTACHE 
SALIH HUDAYAN TOLD ME THAT SAUDI MILITARY MISSION HERE 
IN SANA IS NOW CONSIDERING VARIOUS WAYS TO DIMINISH 
SOVIET INPLUENCE IN THE YEMEN AIR FORCE. ONE IDEA IS 

POR THE SOVIET TRAINERS AND SPECIALISTS TO BE REPLACED 
BY PAKISTANIS AND EGYPTIANS WHO HAVE SIMILAR EXPERIENCE 
ON MIG AIRDRAFT. ANOTHER PROPOSAL (WHICH HAS 
ALREADY BEEN PARTAILLY IMPLEMENTED) IS TO SEND YEMENI 
PILOTS TO SAUDI ARABIA POR TRAINING. 

2. HUDAYAN CONPIRMED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO 
DECIDED IN PRINCIPLE TO PROVIDE YEMEN WITH A PRESIDENTIAL 
AIRCRAPT TO REPLACE THE PRESENT ILYUSHIN WHICH 

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAS PROVIDED THE YEMENI GOVERNMENT 

POR THE LAST 7 TO 8 YEARS. THE REPLACEMENT OP THE 

ILYUSHIN WOULD MEAN THE REMOVAL OP APPROXIMATELY 

30 MAINTENANCE AND CREW PERSONNEL FOR WHOSE 

SERVICES THE YEMENIS MUST PAY AND WHO, IN 

HUDAYAN'S OPINION, ARE "ALL SPIES". HUDAYAN 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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WAS NOT SURE WHAT TYPE OP PLANE WOULD BE PROVIDED 
BUT THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A MODIFIED VERSION OP A 
BOEING 737 WHICH WOULD BE MANNED BY AN AMERICAN 
CREW. 

3. COMMENT: ALL OP THESE IDEAS ARE EXCELLENT 

AND, IP IMPLEMENTED, WILL DEMONSTRATE PURTHER THAT 
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SAUDI ARABIA HAS NOW APPARENTLY MADE A BASIC POLICY 
DECISION TO GIVE EULL SUPPORT TO GHASHMI. 

SCOTES 
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